Chapter 7

THE GREEKS CATCH SIGHT
OF THE SEA

NEXT came a five days’ march of ninety miles into the country
of the Taochi, and here provisions began to run short. The
Taochi lived behind strong fortifications inside which they
had all their provisions stored up. The Greeks arrived at one
of these fortifications, which had no city or dwellings attached
to it, but into which men and women and a lot of cattle had
got together, and Chirisophus, as soon as he reached the place,
launched an attack on it. When the first body of attackers
became tired, another body of troops relieved them, and then
another, since it was impossible to surround the place with
the whole lot together, as there was precipitous ground all
round it. On the arrival of Xenophon with the rearguard,
both hoplites and peltasts, Chirisophus exclaimed: “You have
come where you are needed. This position must be taken. If
we fail to do so, there are no supplies for the army.’

They then discussed the situation together, and, when Xeno-
phon asked what it was that was stopping them from getting
inside, Chirisophus said: “This approach, which you see, is the
only one there is. But when one tries to get in by that way,
they roll down boulders from that rock which overhangs the
position. Whoever gets caught by one, ends up like this.” And
he pointed out some men who had had their legs and ribs
broken.

‘But,’ said Xenophon, ‘when they have used up their
boulders, what is there to stop us getting inside? In front of
us we see only these few men, and of these only two or three
who are armed. And, as you can see yourself, the piece of
ground where we are bound to be exposed to the stones, as
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we go over it, is about a hundred and fifty feet in length. Of
this distance, about a hundred feet is covered with large pine
trees spaced at intervals. If the men take shelter against their
trunks, what damage could come to them either from the
rolling stones or the stones flying through the air? All that is
left is fifty feet, over which we must run when the stones
cease coming at us.’

‘But,’ said Chirisophus, ‘as soon as we begin to advance
towards the wooded part, great numbers of stones are hurled
down at us.’

‘That,” said Xenophon, ‘is just what we want. They will
use up their stones all the quicker. Let us advance, then, to the
point from which we shall not have far to run forward if we
are,to do 50, and from which we can easily retreat if we want
to.

Then Chirisophus and Xenophon went forward, accom-
panied by one of the captains, Callimachus of Parrhasia, since
on that day he held the position of chief officer among the
captains of the rearguard. The other captains stayed behind in
safety. Afterwards about seventy men reached the shelter of
the trees, not in a body, but one by one, each man looking
after himself as well as he could. Agasias of Stymphalus and
Aristonymus of Methydria (aiso captains of the rearguard)
with some others were standing by outside the trees, as it was
not safe for more than one company to stand among them.

Callimachus had a good scheme. He kept running forward
two or three paces from the tree under which he was sheltering,
and, when the stones came down on him, he nimbly drew
back again. Each time he ran forward more than ten waggon
loads of stones were used. Agasias saw that the whole army
was watching what Callimachus was doing, and feared that
he would not be the first man to get into the fortification; so,
without calling in the help of Aristonymus, who was next to
him, or of Eurylochus of Lusia, though both of them were
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friends of his, he went ahead by himself and got beyond every-
one. When Callimachus saw that he was going past him he
seized hold of him by his shield. Meantime Aristonymus of
Methydria ran past them, and after him Eurylochus of Lusia.
All of these men were keen rivals of each other in doing brave
things, and so, struggling amongst themselves, they took the
place. For, once they were inside, no more stones were thrown
down from above.

Then it was certainly a terrible sight. The women threw
their children down from the rocks and then threw themselves
after them, and the men did the same. While this was going
on Aeneas of Stymphalus, a captain, saw one of them, who
was wearing a fine garment, running to throw himself down,
and he caught hold of him in order to stop him; but the man
dragged him with him and they both went hurtling down
over the rocks and were killed. Consequently very few
prisoners were taken, but there were great numbers of oxen
and asses and sheep.

Then came a seven days’ march of a hundred and fifty miles
through the country of the Chalybes. These were the most
warlike of all the tribes on their way, and they fought with
the Greeks at close quarters. They had body-armour of linen,
reaching down to the groin, and instead of skirts to their
armour they wore thick twisted cords. They also wore
greaves and helmets, and carried on their belts a knife of about
the size of the Spartan dagger. With these knives they cut the
throats of those whom they managed to overpower, and then
would cut off their heads and carry them as they marched,
singing and dancing whenever their enemies were likely to see
them. They also carried a spear with one point, about twenty
feet long. They used to stay inside their settlements, and then,
when the Greeks had gone past, they would follow behind
and were always ready for a fight. They had their houses in
fortified positions, and had brought all their provisions inside
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the fortifications. Consequently the Greeks could take nothing
from them, but lived on the supplies which they had seized
from the Taochi.

The Greeks arrived next at the river Harpasus which was
four hundred feet across. Then they marched through the
territory of the Scytheni, a four days’ march of sixty miles
over level ground until they came to some villages, where they
stayed for three days and renewed their stocks of provisions,
Then a four days’ march of sixty miles brought them to
a large, prosperous and inhabited city, which was called
Gymnias. The governor of the country sent the Greeks a
guide from this city, with the idea that he should lead them
through country which was at war with his own people.
When the guide arrived, he said that in five days he would
lead them to a place from which they could see the sea; and
he said he was ready to be put to death if he failed to do so.
So he led the way, and, when they had crossed the border into
his enemies” country, he urged them to burn and lay waste the
land, thus making it clear that it was for this purpose that he
had come to them, and not because of any goodwill to the
Greeks.

They came to the mountain on the fifth day, the name of
the mountain being Thekes. When the men in front reached
the summit and caught sight of the sea there was great shout-
ing. Xenophon and the rearguard heard it and thought that
there were some more enemies attacking in the front, since
there were natives of the country they had ravaged following
them up behind, and the rearguard had killed some of them
and made prisoners of others in an ambush, and captured
about twenty raw ox-hide shields, with the hair on. However,
when the shouting got louder and drew nearer, and those who
were constantly going forward started running towards the
men in front who kept on shouting, and the more there were
of them the more shouting there was, it looked then as though
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this was something of considerable importance. So chophf)n
mounted his horse and, taking Lycus and the cavalry with
him, rode forward to give support, and, quite soon, they heard
the soldiers shouting out “The sea! The seal’ and passing the
word down the column. Then certainly they all beg:.m to run,
the rearguard and all, and drove on the baggage animals and
the horses 1t full speed; and when they had all got to the
top, the soldiers, with tears in their eyes, embraced each other
and their generals and captains. In a moment, at somebody or
other’s suggestion, they collected stones and_ made a great pile
of them. On top they put a lot of raw ox—lndesi and staves and
the shields which they had captured. The guide himself cut
the shields into pieces and urged the others to do S0 t00.
Afterwards the Greeks sent the guide back and‘gave him as
presents from the common store a horse, and a silver cup and
2 Persian robe and ten darics. What he particularly wanted
was the rings which the soldiers had and he got number ot
these from them. He pointed out to them a v1ll;‘1gc where they
could camp, and showed them the road by which tth had to
go to the country of the Macrones. It was then evening and
he went away, travelling by night.



